
E R A S M U S D A R W I N H O U S E

 A unique venue for your Wedding, Special Occasion, Corporate Events or Parties



Coo,  ye doves;  ye linnets sing! 

Ye larks arise on raptured wing 

And pour abroad your love-notes fine! 

Tomorrow makes Eliza mine. 

From the song 'Marriage, March 1781' by Erasmus Darwin 

 



Thank you for considering Erasmus Darwin House as a venue for 

your wedding, anniversary, birthday, christening or corporate 

meeting. Our aim is to make your day as easy and enjoyable as 

possible within a charming, versatile and unique setting. 

We have four rooms available for hire, two of which are licensed to 

hold civil ceremonies seven days a week.  If exclusivity is what you 

desire, the whole house is available for hire. 

We pride ourselves on our flexibility so please feel free to 

make an appointment to discuss your requirements in 

more detail.  Otherwise, please find all the information overleaf. 
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The Setting

Erasmus Darwin House is a magnificent Grade I listed Georgian Town House, which sits idyllically on the edge 

of Lichfield Cathedral Close, a beautiful area which is rich in history.  As well as being a fantastic museum, 

Erasmus Darwin House also boasts a beautiful and secluded herb garden and four stunning function rooms. 

Once the home of Dr Erasmus Darwin and his large family, Erasmus Darwin House has retained its friendly 

charm, making it the perfect venue for intimate family occasions.  After undergoing extensive restoration, 

Erasmus Darwin House opened to the public in 1999 as an independent museum, education centre and 

research facility. 

With over 250 years of history this is a truly beautiful and unique property for your booking, whether it be a 

wedding, birthday or business meeting.  
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The Man

Erasmus Darwin, born in 1731, was a renowned physician, scientist, inventor, poet and educationalist. 

He was also the grandfather of Charles Darwin; the famous British scientist who made significant 

contributions to evolutionary theory. Erasmus came to Lichfield in 1756 to become a successful doctor, moving 

into the House soon after marrying Mary Howard. 

Around 1760 the House was transformed with several large new rooms added to the west side, creating a new 

front facing away from the Cathedral and towards Beacon Street. Erasmus and Polly lived very happily here 

with their three small sons; Charles, Erasmus Junior and Robert. 

During his time in Lichfield he became one of the founding members of The Lunar Society of 

Birmingham, along with such eminent men as James Watt, Matthew Boulton and Josiah Wedgwood. They 

frequently met in the House where they discussed many subjects, from science and industry to medicine and 

philosophy. Friendships and business partnerships formed which led to some of the most important 

industrial creations of the time. 
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The Exhibition Room 

The Exhibition Room is a typical 

eighteenth-century classical room ideal 

for smaller meetings or as an extension to 

your party next door in the Lunar Room. 

As a meeting facility we can 

accommodate 20 people in lecture format 

and 12 people in boardroom. 
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The Library 

The Library is an intimate room with beautiful 

views of the Herb Garden and Cathedral, ideal 

for a smaller group. 

Seating in the Library can accommodate 8 

people in any format. 

The Library is often used as the bar area or 

present room for special occasions. 
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The Lunar Room 

The Lunar Room at Erasmus Darwin House is 

believed to be the room where the Lunar 

Society of Birmingham first began to meet. 

This room can hold a maximum of 36 people 

for a wedding ceremony, but for a sit down 

meal there is a maximum capacity of 30 people. 

As a meeting facility we can accommodate 36 

people in lecture format and 22 people in 

boardroom format. 



E R A S M U S D A R W I N H O U S E

The Inventions Room 

The Inventions Room is a large room on the 

ground floor with a crystal chandelier. It is 

decorated in neutral tones with two 

entrances, a decorative fireplace and 

museum display cabinets. 

This is the second room available for 

wedding ceremony bookings. It can seat a 

maximum of 36 people. 
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Weddings

Congratulations on your engagement! 

Your first step to holding a civil wedding with us is to give notice of intention to marry at your local Registry 

Office.  If Erasmus Darwin House is in a different district to where you live, you will then have to arrange the 

wedding dates with Lichfield Registry Office.  The hire of the Registrar will be charged separately. 

The civil ceremony usually lasts no longer than twenty minutes, therefore rooms are booked on a three hourly 

basis.  This allows time for the arrival of your guests, the service, a complimentary drink and photography in 

the house and gardens. 

We offer three wedding packages to suit your individual requirements, whether you want your ceremony 

with us,  just the reception, or would like to spend the whole day at this fabulous Georgian Town House. 



Packages

Ceremony Package: £500 weekend, £450 weekday 

Includes: use of one of the two wedding rooms for three hours, parking for three cars, use of the ring cushion, 

use of flower pedestals, use of CD player, use of chair covers, post ceremony drink for all guests* and use of 

House and gardens for photography.

Reception Package: £600 weekend, £550 weekday 

Includes: use of the top floor of the House until 10:30pm, parking for three cars, use of flower pedestals, use of 

CD player, chair covers, cake stand, a toast drink for all guests* and use of the House and gardens for 

photography.  Maximum guest number is 65.
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Packages

All Day Package: £1,000 weekend, £900 weekday 

Includes: hire of the House until 10:30pm, parking for three cars, use 

of the ring cushion, use of flower pedestals, use of CD player, post 

ceremony drink for all guests,* chair covers, cake stand, a toast drink 

for all guests* and use of the House and gardens for photography.  

Maximum guest number for reception is 65.

*All complimentary drinks are based on a glass of sparkling wine and juice for 36 people.  If your guest 

number is greater than 36, post ceremony or toast drinks will be charged at a rate of £1 per person.  

If you would like to upgrade to champagne or any other beverage there will be an additional charge. 





Blessings

Why not combine your Civil Ceremony at Erasmus Darwin House 

with a blessing in the Lady Chapel of the breathtaking and 

historic Lichfield Cathedral?

Enhance your day with a performance from the charming 

Cathedral Choir.  Please consult the back of the brochure for 

contact information and booking details.



Special Occasions

At Erasmus Darwin House we can accommodate various celebrations including birthdays, anniversaries, 

retirement parties, wakes, christenings and so on.  Unless you wish to hire the whole House, the three rooms we 

use are the Lunar Room, Exhibition Room and Library.  These are charged by the hour: 

Lunar Room: £30/hour 

Exhibition Room: £25/hour 

Library: £20/hour 

Whole House: negotiable 
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Refreshments & Extra Facilities

Bar hire: £75 inc. glasses 

Corkage: £5/75cl bottle 

Glasses: £36

Table linen: £36

Crockery & Cutlery: £36

Charges for over 36 guests by arrangement. 

Food: We are very happy for you to self-cater 

your event (please be aware that we do not 

have cooking facilities), otherwise we can 

advise on external caterers. 



Corporate Hire

Erasmus Darwin House provides a stylish venue for business meetings, corporate events, breakfast meetings 

and receptions.  For larger functions the whole House can be hired at a negotiable rate, otherwise we offer the 

Lunar Room, Exhibition Room and Library.  These are charged by the hour: 

Lunar Room: £20/hour 

Exhibition Room: £18/hour 

Library: £15/hour 

Whole House: negotiable 
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Refreshments & Extra Facilities

Tea, coffee & biscuits: £2.00/cup 

Mineral water: £1.00/half litre bottle 

Fruit juice: £1.00/glass 

Corporate lunches: £4.75 - £11.75/person 

Flip charts and pens: £5.00/day 

Projectors: £5.00 - £10.00/day 

Laptop: £10.00/day 



Courtesy of Infinite 

Symmetry Photography 



Other things to consider

Here are some ideas for using Erasmus Darwin House to the full... 

We can provide a small paying bar for your guests at an additional charge of £75, or if you would prefer to 

provide your own reception drinks, we have a corking charge of £5.00/75cl bottle. 

If you are hiring the whole House there are rooms which can be used for a pre-wedding ceremony interview, a 

bar, or even a crèche! 

We are very flexible here at Erasmus Darwin House, so please feel free to make an appointment to discuss any 

additional requirements.  Our contact details can be found on the reverse of this brochure. 

Finally, thank you for choosing Erasmus Darwin House as a possible venue for your event or meeting, we look 

forward to meeting with you soon! 
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Bird Street, Lichfield WS13 6PR  

T: 01543 414822   

E: mail@thegeorgelichfield.co.uk    

W: www.thegeorgelichfield.co.uk 

This charming 18th century former coaching inn is situated in the heart of Lichfield, just a 5 minute walk from Lichfield 

Cathedral and Erasmus Darwin House. The hotel offers 45 individually designed ensuite bedrooms, free parking and free wi-fi, 

a cosy lounge bar which is open all day for morning coffee, bar meals and afternoon teas, a lunchtime carvery plus Darwin’s 

restaurant which offers modern British cuisine each evening from 6 -10pm.  Celebrations of all kinds can be catered for in the 

magnificent Regency Garrick Suite.  Whatever your reason for visiting us, a warm welcome is guaranteed. 

 • Overnight Stays • Dining • Meetings • Weddings • Celebrations 



prettylittleparlour@live.co.uk

Styling events to delight the senses. Indulge in the 

gentle, divine decadence of a bygone era.

* Event Styling – creating a style that is as     

  unique and individual as you are. 

* Event Planning – so you can sit back, relax 

  and wait for the magic to happen.

* China and Prop Hire – choose from a beautiful 

  selection of china, linens and props to style  

  your event.

Creating memories that last a lifetime



A bespoke catering experience for your special event.
Our professional team catering from our production kitchen in Lichfield can provide 

you with the perfect result every time.

07947 646091

www.simonsmith-chef.com



Olive

Tree

For all your catering needs at

ERASMUS DARWIN HOUSE
34 Tamworth Street, Lichfield.  T. 01543 263 363

www.olivetreelichfield.co.uk





Following your ceremony at

Erasmus Darwin House,

Lichfield Cathedral is able to

offer a Wedding Blessing in a

beautiful, historic setting.

Prices start from £450 + VAT*

Email events@lichfield-cathedral.org

for more information.

*Subject to availability and terms and conditions



The Museum 

Whilst we are a great venue for special occasions, we 

are first and foremost an independent Museum, 

celebrating the life and achievements of Erasmus 

Darwin.  There is plenty for the whole family to get 

hands on and involved with in the form of interactive 

exhibits, interesting displays and a host of events and 

activities! 

We have a variety of craft workshops, children’s trails, 

cellar tours, evening events and much more!  Make 

sure to visit our website  to see our opening times, 

what’s happening now and to book your place.



Kids at Erasmus Darwin House

There’s plenty to keep children busy at the museum.   Have 

a go with Dr Darwin’s speaking machine, follow our 

Erasmouse trail, see nature close up with our microscope 

and try out our Georgian dressing up box.

We also run our ever-popular Dr D’s Science Club for kids 

aged seven - eleven where they’ll meet a genuine scientist 

and discover the fun side of experiments!  Runs the first 

Saturday of every month during term time, booking 

essential.



Erasmus Darwin House

Beacon Street

Lichfield

WS13 8AZ

01543 306260

enquiries@erasmusdarwin.org

www.erasmusdarwin.org
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