Education at Erasmus Darwin House - Activities

School visits

Facilitated school visits - £3 per child

These visits include an introductory video about Erasmus Darwin and the House, followed by activities led by facilitators from Erasmus Darwin House.  The activities are for 3 or 4 groups of up to ten children; each group must be accompanied by at least one adult from the school.  The total duration of each visit is approximately 2hours 40 minutes, to include time for a short break.

The Lunar Society Option

Follow in the steps of the leading lights of 18th century thought!  This visit culminates in the pupils delivering presentations in the Lunar Room: the very room where it is thought that Erasmus hosted meetings of the Lunar Society.

Schools choose 3 or 4 activities, and each child will do one activity in the course of a visit.  The activity itself lasts approximately one hour.  The group then prepares a presentation for their classmates.  

The Double Dose of Darwin Option

Try two activities in one visit!

Schools will choose 3 or 4 activities and each child will do two activities in the course of a visit.  Each activity lasts approximately one hour.

For the Lunar Society Option or the Double Dose of Darwin Option, choose from these activities:

Balancing Act

Science, Maths, D&T

Make a model of the machine which Darwin designed to weigh a person without using scales.  Learn about levers and pivots.  Make a see-saw to take home.

Darwin’s Dissection
Biology, History

Visit the cellars of the House to see where Dr Darwin carried out dissections.  Through active learning, find out about how your body works.

Fascinating Fossils

Science


Excavate fossils and discover how they were made and how incredibly old they are.  Find out, as Darwin did, what we can learn from fossils.

Home-made Medicine History, Science

Learn about 18th century medicines which Darwin made from the plants in his garden and from the contents of Mrs Darwin’s kitchen.  Follow an 18th century recipe to make some medicine.  (Not to be taken!)

Magic Magnets

Science

Make your own version of the magnetic bug with which Darwin tricked his friends.  Learn about magnets.  Film your bugs in action.

Pinhole Pictures

Science

Find out about silhouettes—the photos of Darwin’s time.  Learn about light and optics.  Make a simple camera to take home.  

Weird Writing
English, History

Study different styles and uses of handwriting.  Learn about different writing implements.  Practice writing like Darwin did, with a quill pen.

Self-guided school visits - £1 per child, £2 per child if loans boxes are used

Do your own thing!  You are welcome to bring your pupils on a self-guided tour.  Prior booking is still needed.  Teachers need to make a visit to the House (at no charge) before bringing such a visit.  A self-guided visit can be supported by the use of one of our loans boxes.  The loans boxes contain artefacts which may be handled by children, under adult supervision provided by the school.

