Erasmus Darwin’s Writings

An updated and extended version of Appendix I of Desmond King-Hele, Erasmus Darwin: A Life of Unequalled Achievement (London: Giles de la Mare, 1999).

Items listed in boldface type are held by the EDH Library.

Chief Publications

Poem on ‘The death of Prince Frederick’.  In Academiae Cantabrigiensis Luctus in obitum Frederici celsissimi Walliae Principis. (Cambridge: Joseph Bentham, 1751). Republished in European Magazine, 27, pp. 75-6 (Feb. 1795).

‘Remarks on the Opinion of Henry Eeles, Esq., concerning the Ascent of Vapour’. Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society, 50, pp. 240-54 (1757).

‘An uncommon Case of an Haemoptysis’. Phil. Trans. Roy. Soc., 51, pp. 526-9 (1760).

[Anonymous] A View of the Advantages of Inland Navigations; with a Plan of a Navigable Canal…[pamphlet] (sold by Becket and De Hondt) (1765).

‘Experiments on Animal Fluids in the exhausted Receiver’. Phil. Trans. Roy. Soc., 64, pp. 344-9 (1774).

‘A New Case in Squinting’. Phil. Trans. Roy. Soc., 68, pp. 86-96 (1778).

[Anonymous] An Elegy on the much-lamented Death of a most ingenious young Gentleman…(London: G. Robinson; sold by M. Morgan, Lichfield, 1778).

Experiments establishing a criterion between mucaginous and purulent matter. And an account of the retrograde motions of the absorbent vessels of animal bodies in some diseases. Lichfield: Printed for J. Jackson; T. Cadell, London; and W. Creech, Edinburgh, 1780. [Written by Charles Darwin (1758-1778), Erasmus Darwin’s son; edited, with a life, by Erasmus Darwin].

A System of Vegetables according to their Classes Orders Genera Species with their Characters and Differences.  Translated from the thirteenth edition of the Systema Vegetabilium of the late Professor Linneus (as published by Dr. Murray) by a Botanical Society at Lichfield. 2 vols. (Lichfield: J. Jackson, for Leigh and Sotheby, London, 1783) [Some copies, including the copy at EDH library, have 1782 on Vol I title page].

‘An Account of an artificial Spring of Water’. Phil. Trans. 75, pp. 1-7 (1785).

‘An Account of the successful use of Foxglove in some Dropsies, and in the pulmonary Consumption’. Medical Transactions 3, pp. 255-86 (1785).

The Families of Plants, translated from Reichard’s edition of the ‘Genera Plantarum’ and the Mantissae Plantarum of the elder Linnaeus; and the Supplementum Plantarum of the younger Linnaeus by a Botanical Society at Lichfield. 2 vols. (Lichfield: J. Jackson for J Johnson, London; T. Byrne, Dublin; and J. Balfour, Edinburgh, 1787).

‘Frigorific Experiments on the mechanical Expansion of Air’. Phil. Trans. Roy. Soc., 78, pp. 43-52 (1788).  Translated into German in: Journal der Physik, 1790, pp. 73-82.

‘Of the Medicinal Waters of Buxton and Matlock’, in James Pilkington’s A View of the present State of Derbyshire (Derby: J. Drewry for J. Johnson and J. Deighton, London, 1789), pp. 256-75.

[Anonymous in first edition], The Botanic Garden; a Poem, in Two Parts. 

Part I, The Economy of Vegetation. London, J. Johnson, 1791 [actually 1792].

Part II, The Loves of the Plants. Lichfield: J. Jackson, for J. Johnson, London, 1789.

Later English editions:

Part I. 2nd edition, London: J. Johnson, 1791.

3rd ed., London: J. Johnson, 1795.

4th ed., London: J. Johnson, 1799.

5th ed., London: J. Johnson, 1806.

6th ed., London: Jones & Company, 1824.

[Another edition], London: Jones & Company, 1825.

Part II. 2nd ed., London: J. Johnson, 1790.

3rd ed., London: J. Johnson, 1791.

4th ed., London: J. Johnson, 1794.

[5th ed.], London: J. Johnson, 1799.

[6th  ed., London: J. Johnson], 1806.

[7th ed.], London: Jones & Company, 1824.

Irish editions: 

Part I, Dublin: J. Moore, 1793.

Part II, 3rd ed. Dublin: J. Moore, 1790.

4th ed., Dudlin [sic]: J. Moore, 1796. 

American editions: 

New York: T. & J. Swords, 1798 [Part I is from the 3rd, Part II from the 4th London edition].

Abridged version, New York: D. Longworth, 1805.

2nd ed., New York: T. and J. Swords, 1807.

Translations:

Part I: Portuguese, by V. P. N. da Cunha; Lisbon: Regia Officina Typografica, 1803-4 (2 vols.). 

Part II: French, by J. P. F. Deleuze; Paris: Digeon, 1800. 

Part II: Italian, by G. Gherardini; Milan: Pirotta e Maspero, 1805; Naples: Luca Marotta, 1817; 2nd ed. milanese, Milan: P. E. Giusti, 1818; 3rd ed., Milan: Paolo Emilio Giusti, 1830; 3 ed. milanese/ riveduta dal traduttore, Milan: Paolo Andrea Molina, 1844.

Beauties of the Botanic Garden. [selections]:

London: T. Cadell, 1805.

New York: D. Longworth, 1805.

Facsimile reprints:

Menston: Scolar Press, 1973.  Facsimile reprint of 1st ed., originally published in 2 vols. Vol.1 originally published, London: J. Johnson, 1791. Vol.2 originally published, London: J. Johnson, 1789.
[St. Clair Shores, MI]: Scholarly Press, 1977.

New York: Garland, 1978 (2 vols.).  Reprint of the 1791 ed. of pt. 1 printed for J. Johnson, London, and the 1790 ed. of pt. 2 printed by J. Nichols for J. Johnson, London.
Oxford: Woodstock Books, 1991 (Part II, 1789 only).

Bristol: Thoemmes Continuum, 2004 (2 vols).

Electronic edition (Parts I and II):

http://www.gutenberg.org/browse/authors/d
Zoonomia; or, The Laws of Organic Life.
Part I. London: J. Johnson, 1794.

Parts II and III. London: J. Johnson, 1796. With 2nd ed. of Part I, corrected. (2 vols.).

Later English edition: 

Third edition: London: J. Johnson, 1801. (4 vols.).

Irish editions: 

Dublin: P. Byrne and W. Jones, 1794 (Vol. 2 dated 1796) (2 vols.).

Dublin: P. Byrne, 1800 (Vol. 2 bears the imprint: printed for P. Byrne, and W. Jones, 1796. (2 vols.).

Dublin: printed for Gilbert and Hodges, 1803 (2 vols.).

American editions:

 Part I. New York: T. and J. Swords, 1796.

 Parts II and III. Philadelphia: T. Dobson, 1797 (2 vols.).

2nd American from the 3rd London ed., Boston: D. Carlisle for Thomas and Andrews, 1803 (2 vols.).

[Boston, 1806 (ed. S. L. Mitchill)].

3rd American ed., Boston: Thomas and Andrews, 1809 (2 vols.).

4th ed., Philadelphia: Edward Earle, 1818 (2 vols.).

Translations:

German, by J. D. Brandis; Hannover: Hahn, 1795-9 (5 vols.); Pesth: Joseph. Leyrer, 1801, (4 vols.).

 Italian by G. Rasori; Milan: Pirotta e Maspero, 1803-5 (6 vols.) [placed on the Papal Index, 22 December 1817]; Naples: Porcelli, 1820 (6 vols.); by G. Rasori, 2nd ed. Milanese, Milan: P. A. Molina, 1834-36 (4 vols. in 2); by Giovanni Rasori, Rome: [n.p.], 1885.

Portuguese, by H[enrique]. X[avier]. Baeta, Lisboa: Joao Rodrigues Neves, 1806 [Summary of Pts I & II; Part III in full]. 

French, by J. F. Klyskens; Ghent: P. –F. de Geosin-Verhaeghe, 1810-11 (4 vols.).

Facsimile reprints:

New York: A. M. S. Press, 1974 (2 vols.).  Reprint of the 1794-96 ed. printed for J. Johnson, London.
[St. Clair Shores, MI]: Scholarly Press, 1977.

Bristol: Thoemmes Continuum, 2004.

Electronic edition:

http://www.gutenberg.org/browse/authors/d
A Plan for the Conduct of Female Education in Boarding Schools. (Derby: J. Drewry, for J. Johnson, London, 1797).

Irish edition: Dublin: J. Chambers, 1798.

American edition: Philadelphia: John Ormrod, 1798.

Translations:

German, by C[hristoph] W[ilhelm] Hufeland, Leipzig: F. A. Brockhaus, 1822; 2nd ed., by Friedrich August von Ammon, Leipzig: F. A. Brockhaus, 1852.

Dutch, by G. Bakker, Groningen: W. van Boekeren, 1824.

Facsimile reprints:

New York: Johnson Reprint Corp., 1968.

East Ardsley, Wakefield, Yorkshire: S. R. Publishers Ltd., 1968.

London: Routledge/Thoemmes, 1996, in History of British Educational Theory, [Vol. 5].

Otley, West Yorkshire: Woodstock Books, 2001.

Bristol: Thoemmes Continuum, 2004. 

Phytologia: or the Philosophy of Agriculture and Gardening With the theory of draining morasses, and with an improved construction of the drill plough. (London: J. Johnson, 1800).

Irish edition: Dublin: P. Byrne, 1800.

Translation:

German, by E[rnst]. B[enjamin]. G[ottlieb]. Hebenstreit, Leipzig: Wolf, 1801 (2 vols.).

Facsimile reprint:

Bristol: Thoemmes Continuum, 2004.

The Temple of Nature; or, The Origin of Society. (London, J. Johnson, 1803).

 Later English editions: 

2nd ed., London: J. Johnson, 1806 [as part of Poetical Works].

3rd ed., London: Jones & Company, 1825.

 American editions: 

New York: T. and J. Swords, 1804.

Baltimore: John W. Butler and Bonsal & Niles, 1804.

German edition:

Brunswick: L. Lucius, 1808.

Translations: 

Russian: by N. A. Kholodkovskii. 1911, in Journal of Ministry of National Education; in book form, Moscow: Izd-vo Akademii nauk SSSR, 1954; 2nd ed., Moscow: Izd-vo Akademii nauk SSSR, 1960.

Facsimile reprints:

Menston: Scolar Press, 1973.

[St. Clair Shores, MI]: Scholarly Press, 1977.

[Lichfield]: The Erasmus Darwin Foundation, 2003.

Bristol: Thoemmes Continuum, 2004. 

Electronic editions:

http://www.rc.umd.edu/editions/darwin_temple
(edited by Martin Priestman, August 2006)

http://www.english.upenn.edu/Projects/knarf/Darwin/templetp.html (undated)

The Poetical Works of Erasmus Darwin, M.D. F.R.S.: containing The botanic garden, in two parts; and The temple of nature. With philosophical notes and plates. 3 vols. (London: printed for J. Johnson by T. Bensley), 1806.

Other Printed Sources of Primary Writings

Essential Writings of Erasmus Darwin (ed. D. King-Hele) (London: McGibbon & Kee, 1968) has selections from his books and papers.

The Letters of Erasmus Darwin (ed. D. King-Hele) (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981) prints the 272 letters known at that time, with notes.

The Collected Letters of Erasmus Darwin (ed. D. King-Hele) (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006) prints the 460 letters now known, with notes.

The Collected Writings of Erasmus Darwin. 9 volumes (Bristol: Thoemmes Continuum, 2004).

A Concordance to Erasmus Darwin's Poem 'The Botanic Garden' (compiled by D. King-Hele) (London: Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine, 1994).

Concordance to The Temple of Nature [1803] by Erasmus Darwin (compiled by Stuart Harris) (Sheffield: Stuart Harris, 2006).

Cosmologia: a sequence of Epic Poems in Three Parts comprising Part One: The Economy of Vegetation (1791) Part Two: The Loves of the Plants (1789) Part Three: The Temple of Nature (1803) by Erasmus Darwin (1731-1802) (ed. by Stuart Harris) (Sheffield: S. Harris, 2002).

The paper about the mortality of horned cattle was printed in the Derby Weekly Entertainer for 29 September 1783, pp. 301-3.

The pussey cats’ love letters: Persian Snow, Po Felina (by Erasmus Darwin and Anna Seward) (Collingswood, N.J.: Private Press of William Lewis Washburn, 1934).

Some of Darwin’s shorter poems have appeared in print:

The poem on Gurney’s shorthand was printed in the London Magazine 20, p. 325 (1751) and in the third edition of T. Gurney’s Brachygraphy (1752).

Seven poems written as letters appear in The Collected Letters of Erasmus Darwin: a schoolboy letter to Susannah his sister (60 lines); a Christmas letter-in-verse in 1749 (48 lines); to Miss Howard with Dodsley’s miscellaneous Collection of Poems (26 lines); the ‘Speech of a Wood-Nymph’ (16 lines); the Tea-Vase poem (36 lines); the ‘Platonic Epistle to a married Lady’ (96 lines); and the poem to Anna Seward’s cat (16 lines). Collected Letters, letters 47-1, 49-6, 57-2, 75-7, 77-7, 78-12 and 80-5 respectively.

Six poems, including the epitaph to Small and the ‘Dread Dream’ poem, are printed in Anna Seward’s Memoirs.
The ‘Address to the Swilcar Oak’ was published at the end of F. N. C. Mundy’s poem Needwood Forest (Lichfield: Printed by John Jackson, 1776).

The ‘Ode to the river Derwent’ is in Gent. Mag. 55, p. 641 (1785); and ‘Idyllium, a Prison’ in Monthly Mag. 1, p. 54 (1796).

Typescript copies of some early poems and those to Elizabeth Pole are in University College London Library, Pearson papers 577.

Manuscripts

Most of Darwin’s known manuscript letters are held in 40 public or institutional archives, which are listed on pages xxi-xxiii of The Collected Letters. Of these manuscripts, 216 are at Cambridge University Library, mostly in the archives DAR 227, DAR 218, and DAR 267.  There are 65 manuscript letters at Birmingham City Archives; 15 at Keele University Library; 10 at the Fitzwilliam Museum Library, Cambridge; and 10 at the William Salt Library, Stafford.  The rest are at 35 other repositories in Britain, the USA and Sweden.

Darwin’s manuscript Commonplace Book is at present on loan at Erasmus Darwin House, Lichfield, and a photocopy is available to visitors.  A manuscript poem “To Peter Pindar”, of doubtful authorship, is also at the Erasmus Darwin House, Lichfield.  Other autograph papers are at Cambridge University Library, mostly in DAR 227: these include early drafts of The Temple of Nature and a guide to shorthand.  Other 18th-century family manuscripts at Cambridge fill most of the 67 notebooks in DAR 267: these include about 1,000 lines of unpublished early verse by Erasmus Darwin (copied out by his father).  The autograph manuscript of Darwin’s canal pamphlet is at University College London Library.

Major Biographical Sources

Seward, Anna, Memoirs of the Life of Dr. Darwin, Chiefly during his Residence at Lichfield, with Anecdotes of his Friends, and Criticisms on his Writings (London: J. Johnson, 1804).

Darwin, Charles, The Life of Erasmus Darwin (Second edition: London: J. Murray, 1879).  Unabridged edition, (ed. by D. King-Hele) (Cambridge: University Press, 2003).

For a bibliographical introduction to this work see the following web page

http://darwin-online.org.uk/EditorialIntroductions/Freeman_ErasmusDarwin.html
Pearson, Hesketh, Doctor Darwin (London: J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd, 1930) [also published by (Harmondsworth, New York: Penguin Books, 1943, Penguin Books No. 446) and (New York: Walker and Company, [1964])].

King-Hele, Desmond, Erasmus Darwin: A Life of Unequalled Achievement (London: Giles de la Mare Publishers Limited, 1999).

The Collected Letters of Erasmus Darwin (ed. D. King-Hele) (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006).
Updated and extended by Janice Wilson, March 2007.

