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Thank you for enquiring about holding your wedding celebrations at 
Erasmus Darwin House. We aim to make your special day as easy and 

enjoyable as possible. 
 

 At Erasmus Darwin House we can provide a beautiful and unique venue 
to hold your wedding ceremony as well as your reception. 

We have two rooms licensed to hold civil weddings seven days a week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erasmus Darwin House 
Beacon Street 

Lichfield 
Staffs 

WS13 7AD 
 

Tel: 01543 306260 
 

E: enquiries@erasmusdarwin.org 
 

www.erasmusdarwin.org  
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This brochure should provide all the answers you need when considering 
Erasmus Darwin House as a venue for your civil wedding or reception. 
 
In this brochure you will find: 
 

·  Information about the history of Erasmus Darwin House 
·  General information about civil ceremonies 
·  What is included in the fees 
·  Rooms available around the house 
·  Charges and facilities 
·  Terms and conditions 
·  Our recommendations 

 
Our recommendations include people, businesses and services who we’ve 
dealt with before, therefore they know the House, what is possible and 
appropriate and how we work. This makes our ability to make your 
special day run even smoother much more easy. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Erasmus Darwin House 
 
 
Just a couple of minutes walk from Lichfield Cathedral, Erasmus Darwin 
House is situated at the western edge of the Cathedral Close in the centre 
of Lichfield. After undergoing extensive restoration, the house opened to 
the public in 1999 as the Erasmus Darwin Centre, a visitor attraction and 
Study Centre. 
 
Erasmus Darwin, born in 1731, was a renowned physician, scientist, 
inventor, poet and educationalist was the grandfather of Charles who, in 
1756, moved to Lichfield to become a successful Doctor. 
 
Darwin came to live at the House in 1758 soon after marrying Mary 
Howard. In about 1760 the Darwin’s transformed the house, adding 
several large new rooms on the west side to create a new front facing 
away from the Cathedral and towards Beacon Street. Here Erasmus and 
Polly lived happily in the 1760’s with their three small sons, Charles, 
Erasmus Junior and Robert. 
 
During his time in Lichfield he also became one of the founding members 
of The Lunar Society of Birmingham, along with such eminent men as 
James Watt, Mathew Boulton and Josiah Wedgwood. They frequently met 
in the House where they discussed many subjects, from science and 
industry to medicine and philosophy. Friendships and business 
partnerships formed, which led to some of the most important industrial 
creations of the time. 
 
At the rear of the house a Georgian Herb Garden has been recreated to 
show how it might have looked in Erasmus’s day. He frequently used 
herbs and spices in the treatment of his patients. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Information on Civil Wedding Ceremonies 
 
 
 

Your first step to holding a civil wedding is to give notice of intention to 
marry at your local Register Office. 
If your chosen venue for the wedding ceremony is in a different district 
from where you live, you will have to arrange the wedding dates with the 
Register Office for the district where the venue is located. 
 
 
There will be a separate charge for the hire of the Registrar. 
A civil ceremony usually lasts no longer than 20 minutes; therefore rooms 
at Erasmus Darwin House are booked on a 3 hourly basis. This allows 
time for the arrival of your guests, the service, drinks and photography. 
Guests are asked to arrive no more than 30 minutes before the start of the 
ceremony.  
 
 
The whole of Erasmus Darwin House is accessible to wheelchair users. 
Please let us know if you are expecting wheelchair users in order that we 
can have staff on hand to assist if necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Weddings at Erasmus Darwin House 
 
 

The rates for wedding ceremonies include: 
 

·  Use of one of the two wedding rooms for 3 hours 
·  Use of a ring cushion during the ceremony 
·  Use of the House and gardens for photographs 
·  Use of two antique mahogany flower pedestals 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rooms at Erasmus Darwin House 
 

 
The Lunar Room 

 
 

The Lunar Room at Erasmus Darwin House is believed to be the room 
where The Lunar Society of Birmingham first began to meet.  
 
The room can hold a maximum of 36 people for a wedding ceremony. 
For a sit down meal the room can accommodate up to 30. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Inventions Room 
 
This is a large room on the ground floor with a crystal chandelier. It is 
decorated in neutral tones with two entrances, a decorative fireplace and 
museum display cabinets. 
 
For a ceremony this room will seat 36 people maximum.  
 

 
 



Rates 
 
 

The hire charge for a civil wedding ceremony at Erasmus Darwin House 
is £275. This covers the use of any of the licensed rooms for up to 3 hours 
for the ceremony only.  
 
The hire charge for a wedding reception at Erasmus Darwin House is 
£325. This covers hire of the House until 10.30pm any given evening.  
 
If only the reception or ceremony is booked but the whole house is 
required the charge will be £550. 
 

~~~ 
 

Please feel free to discuss your requirements and arrangements with the 
staff. We aim to accommodate all needs. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Extra Facilities 
 
 
We can be very flexible on how the rest of the House is used. If you are 
hiring the whole House there are rooms which may be used for the pre-
ceremony interview, reception drinks or even as a crèche! If you would 
like to discuss your requirements with a member of staff please call the 
office to make an appointment.  
 
 
If necessary, you are able to hire the following facilities from Erasmus 
Darwin House or you are free to provide your own. 
 
                   Crockery, cutlery                                £50.00 
 
                   Glasses                                    £30.00 
 
                   Table linen          £25.00 
 
                   Chair covers          £30.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Terms and Conditions 
 
 

Making a Booking 
Before you book your wedding it is essential that you make a visit to 
Erasmus Darwin House to view the rooms and discuss your wedding plans. 
If you decide that you would like your wedding at Erasmus Darwin House 
you must first check availability with both the House and the Registrar. We 
will hold a date for up to 2 weeks only without a deposit. 
 
Please contact the Manager on 01543 306260 to arrange appointments. 

 
Rooms Available 

We have two rooms licensed for Civil Ceremonies – The Lunar Room and 
The Inventions Room. Both of these accommodate a maximum number to 
comply with fire safety regulations (see individual room descriptions for 
details). These cannot be stretched so please discuss this with us when 
choosing your room. Also please be aware that certain furniture in the 
licensed rooms cannot be moved, so prior viewing is essential. 
 

Ceremony Charges 
The ceremony fee includes hire of the House for three hours. This includes 
time for the arrival of your guests, your interview with the registrar, the 
ceremony itself and taking photos after the ceremony.  
 

Wedding Payment 
A non-refundable deposit of £100 is required when you confirm your 
booking with Erasmus Darwin House. This secures the date for the 
wedding.  The whole payment is due 4 weeks before the date of wedding 
and is then non-refundable. 
Should you have to cancel this should be done at the earliest opportunity. 
 

Chairs 
Tables and chairs for the ceremony and reception are set out by the staff of 
Erasmus Darwin House.  

Flowers and Decorations 
Please discuss your flower arrangements with the Manager. We are happy 
for you to decorate the House with flowers but they must be freestanding. 
The decorations may be placed in the House on the day of the booking, or 
the day before by prior arrangement. You must arrange for all flowers and 
decorations to be removed by 11am the following morning. 
 

Candles and Music 
Due to fire safety regulation candles are not permitted in the House. 
 
A cassette/CD player is available for use and can be operated by Erasmus 
Darwin House staff during the ceremony, but must be operated by the 
wedding party at all other times. You must provide your own CD. Live 
music is also permitted but due to the limited space in the House we 
recommend a single musician or duo. 
 

Cars and Carriages 
In front of the House on Beacon Street there is a driveway suitable for the 
parking of up to 3 cars. We recommend that the Wedding car parks here 
and the extra space is used for the dropping off of bridesmaids and anyone 
who is unable to walk from the car parks. Extra space for guest parking is 
plentiful in the town centre. Disabled parking is available in the Close. 
 

Drinks 
Darwin House is licensed for the sale of alcoholic drinks and a wine list is 
available on request. Alternatively you can provide your own drinks and 
pay corkage of £5 per bottle. 
Erasmus Darwin House can provide the hire of wine glasses, or you are 
welcome to provide your own.  
 

Food 
The consumption of food is restricted to the chosen dining room. 
Chocolate fountains are not permitted in the House. 
 

Smoking and Confetti 
Please be aware that there is a no smoking policy everywhere in the 
House.  
 



Confetti is not allowed anywhere inside the House but may be thrown 
outside. It must be completely biodegradable.  
It is your responsibility to make all your guests aware of these conditions. 
A fee of £20 will be payable if it is necessary to remove non-degradable 
confetti.  
 

Photography 
Photos can be taken anywhere in the House, its grounds or the Herb 
Garden. Photos can also be taken outside the Cathedral and in The Close 
but please be aware that some of these are residential properties. 
 

Disclaimer 
Please be advised that, unless caused by our own negligence, Erasmus 
Darwin House accepts no liability for the damage to or loss of any 
property or article whatsoever during the time within the House. The 
wedding couple are responsible for the behaviour of the guests and any 
damage caused. 
 
Any of the details contained in this brochure may be changed at any time 
without notice. 
 
 
 
And finally …  
Thank you for choosing Erasmus Darwin House as a possible venue for 
what we hope will be one of the happiest days of your lives. If you have 
any questions please do not hesitate to call the office on 01543 306260.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our recommendations… 
 
 
Caterers 
 
Kemp and Kemp                                            07814919733 
Olive Tree                                                      01543 263363 
 
 
 
Flowers 
 
Shaw Lane Flowers                                        01543 442209 
Entwined                                                        01543 415502   
 
Cake 
 
Sugar Surgeons               01543 418861 
 
 
Photography 
 
Adrian Brown                                                 01827 830725 
Robert Booth & Associate   01543 416855 
Robert Yardley    01543 256083 
 
 
Entertainment 
 
The Royal Casino    0800 389 4238 


